
Recommendations for the State Board
of Education: Hudak, Griggs, and Middleton
The eighrmembei Sfute Boiid ofEdlcatio! n

rcspnsiblc i;. all lolicies xncl procedures thrt

rficdK 12 tLLblic educxtio! notassigned to the

Lcgi slahfc ald Iocrl school boards. You mav

drink rlut gnrs the Strte Bodd litde ro do. But

thc Stat. Bord has a hrse job - and the boud's

&cnnrns rllcd drrything thrt K 12 educ.to$

A udDrizcd bl' thc Constitution vith "gen-

*rl sup(vision of thc public schools,"ihe Strte

Bord.plonrts rhc ConnDissioner of Educx

tioni employs crcryonc who lvorLs at the I)c

put ent ofEducaion and aptrovcs thc agcn

cll tJudget! regulatcs tcachd Dd triicitrl
lirensingi acr&li$ 178 scho.l districs; dntiib

utes lideral ud s rc cduclti.i tuidsi md sr

pdvises adultbasic educ.lion frcgr'$ a.d

public libnries, as well s fic Si.tc Libra{:

BqlDd thesejobs,tle Stat. Board hrs a

few othe. responsibilitjes iking all tlie ru1es,

.eSrlarions, and polides thdt govern pre krnLler

grrien dnough $ade 12 lnd lldnting $aive$

lion strte ]*v to local school boards.'I}e board

fts K-12 xcx.lemic standlrds ardove^ees

CSA? and the SchoolAccountabiliw Reports.

ft€ Lrod,]so hrsjudicixl ruthoritl o*r school

borrds rcgudlng appeals bv chuter schools dis-

satislicd with locrl box.d decisions.

Lrtclr: thc acrimonious p.ftnan diide.n

thc Sirtc Borrd hxs not oDh been |llblicly cvi

dcnt,but rbaricrto m*irgpositive stddcr fol

publi. cducatio. atro$ the srxE. $h N'orcm

bcls clcctio. for nrcn$cs lrcm C.ngrcsional

Djsti.ts 4 ind 7 is pirrid,larly inrporran t.

lltree ofthc cigh sQls on rhc Staic Board

de up. EvieHud* rcfrcscits CD 2 and n nlr

nn:6 unoposcd. CEA has rc.onrmcndcdHu

ddliD the pdt and co.tiN,cs to sulrrt h$ ad

vo.i.yforlublic schooh indcducltors on thc

boanl. \\re recolne.d l,cr Iitr rc clcctior.

CD 4 -Tom Griggs r Bob Schatrcr
CEA reconmentls Ton Griggs for electioD to

the CD I seat A l't. Collins pnrent rnd volun

teer in his .hildrens schools, Griggs is a Uni

'ersitv 
ofNorthern Colorado lrofe$or in the

tercher pretdation progrun. He hrs served rs

the presldent olthe Colorado As$cirti.,r I;f

(;riggs sal3, As someore tnry commit

tcd to lcxving no child behtud,l will pronotc

thc usc ofrcruch-based approaches to each-

nr8 kids $ith r wide range ofneeds rnd brck-

Cl:, la,rhdl Adab.r Noa.nbet 2406

gounds,provide teullers lvidr thc profcsional

development they neerl, md nnd the most ef

fedne meds to .ughent and support eilofts to

nnprove our schools. \it crn't be ucessnrl by

pnnhhhg or cuttnrg resonrces from trds, teach

ers rnd schools when thel lill shon."

Cortrast Gdggi prc lnllic educarion posi

tions with drose ofcurentborrd member Bob

Schdcr Schafrer ms rppointd lastJaruatrb

comtleic ChnOrt tem rndis running fora

nc\y tcrm.Hc is a. cmllot€e ofAsFrt l]ftry]l,

Inc.,whcrc Alcx Crlnberg, outspoker voudref

propoicnr,is prcsidcnt. Schxffd lho setres as

prcsdcnt of tfi c Prcntrl Allia.cc for Cboicc

if Edu.ation, anonr.fit thx!tromolcs fhool

vorchds. SchrlTer is bcsr known for s.iving jr

Congrc$ fronr tlrc,rth CD fron7997 20A3.
lrio.to tfiat,hcwas in the State Sen.te for nine

yea$

S.Lafler de.h,ed to parti.ipate in CEAS

re.onhendatioD proc*s. Unfamilid with his

reco(l on public schools? You crn g* m idea of

his iews fron his comment rboutthe Legish-

ture rpprop.irtilrg public prscho.l tunds, but

not tr{dollars 6r printe preschoo! Govem-

mert mxv be pdt of L\e solurion (to cirl)'child
hood educatun), btrr we ought ro nor m*e rhe

sxme mistake $r E made with thc K 12 $.tcnr
by relyin8 exdusn€l)' on agornnnncnr owncd,

unionized, bureaudxrized no.of o\i'

CD7 Karen Middleton qLee Kunz

CEA rc.onrm.nds incumbeni KrcnMiddle

ton fir clc.tilrn n, re CD 7 sedt on the Stdte
Bolrd. I liddl.ton, { proven FrientlofEduca

don, has b.d involved inwions Npe.ts of

edu.atn,n for nrnr )@rs. She amrtly owns

a noDproljt iirtr th.t manxges ducation e

lated rrrojccts. r{iddl.ton hrs *ned as leglsla

tile stxlt anJ worked for the Western Interstrte

Conr ssion for Higher Educrtion. She hrs

been rssistrnt dean rt the UnnrsiryofDeN€f

Grrdurte School of lnternatloml Studics and x

communitv college insNrtor.

Xliddletor sais, I believe that scirools, stu-

dents, pdens, busin$ses, and thc commuitv

must wo.k togdher Educrtio. is a communiqv
rspnsibilit! rld rog{hs wc can prcparc our

studcnh to bccomc cigagcd and prcductilc citi

zc.s.Trc! arc our tuxrc. Enhln irg ciyic.du

c.tion and conmuniw engagenent is ore way

ofbuildnrg strongncs between schoots and the

Nliddlctoi's opponent is realestate develo!

er and foroe. lro footbrl player Lee Kunz. He

owns Lee KunzConsruction Co. He is rlso a

Wheat kdse High School iotbal coach.

IGnz,sho di{-l lot parnipate in ou. recom'

mendrtion proce$, is endosed by some ofthe

mo$ vnulent anti publc educrtioD indnnduals

in the $at, induding louchef snppoftes Ster€

SchuckrDd ljd llcvan€) and Pam Benigno and

llen DeGrcw, lldeperdencc Institlte *xfi: I

Our thrcc rccommcndcd .andidatcs:

Tom (;iggs: loowlcdgencsrngd.c.n/./KlI

Tasks,/vic1{xslrx?rnr=tilsbc&id=I 1 l

Tom Griggs, CD 4

Karen Middleton, cD 7


